
Friends of SaddleBrooke Libraries 
2019 Lecture Series 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all lectures are held between 4:00 and 5:00 pm in the MountainView Ballroom 

on the third Thursday of the month. FSL members pay no fee to attend any lecture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Lyons will discuss the movements of groups ancestral to the Hopi people of northeastern Arizona, through 
many parts of what is now the southwestern United States, between the A.D. 1200s and 1400s. He will 
juxtapose Hopi oral accounts of their ancestors’ migrations with archaeological evidence that indicates a 
southward dispersal from the Four Corners region, some 700 years ago, and a population increase where the 
Hopi live today, beginning about 600 years ago. Lyons tracks ancient immigrants based on their unique 
traditions of architecture and ceramics, as well as their funerary practices and other cultural markers. These 
demonstrate connections between the Hopi people of today and many of the region’s ancient cultures, 
including the Kayenta, the Mogollon, and the Hohokam.  
This is the Annual FSL Membership Drive lecture and is free to both members and non-members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Kino was a cartographer, explorer, geographer, scientist, and a man with a mission. Through his 
knowledge of agriculture, he introduced new livestock breeds and shared expertise on animal husbandry to 
native groups in the area. The new plants and fruit trees he brought to the New World introduced a variety of 
foods to eat and contributed to the advancement of agricultural techniques, such as how to withstand 
seasonal changes. His scientific knowledge allowed him to make new discoveries. 
Dr. Barbara Jaquay, an historical geographer, recently published Where Have All the Sheep Gone?: 
Sheepherders and Ranchers in Arizona – A Disappearing Industry, a history of the sheep industry in 
Arizona. She holds a Ph.D. from Texas A&M where she wrote on the Caribbean cotton industry. She has 
traveled extensively on all seven continents and visited over 40 countries. Jaquay has followed many of Father 
Kino’s journeys of discovery as she visited his missions in Arizona and Mexico. She has published on Cuba and 
Costa Rica as well as Arizona Native Americans. Dr. Jaquay continues to pursue the geographical and 
mysterious wonders across the globe.  She is currently working on a second book on the sheep industry and 
finishing her children’s book. 
There is no fee for non-members to attend this lecture. 
  

 

January 17th 
Speaker: Patrick D. Lyons, PhD, Director, Arizona State Museum  
Topic: “Ancestral Hopi Migrations: Hopi Oral Tradition and 
Archaeological Evidence” 
 

February 21st 
Speaker: Barbara Jaquay, AZ Humanities Council 
Topic: “Father Kino : Journey to Discovery” 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Arizona’s rivers were lush green ribbons of life through a desert landscape. They became sustaining paths, first 
for the indigenous, later for immigrants leaving wagon tracks. On the Salt River, Hohokam built vast canals to 
direct water for irrigation. The first European citizens of Phoenix used these same trenches. The history, stories 
and songs are shared interactively. 
 
Jay Craváth, Ph.D. is a composer, writer, and scholar in the field of music and Indigenous studies. He crafts 
programs from these interests into interactive discussions that include stories, musical performance, and 
illustrations/photography. One of his most recent publications is Iretaba: Mohave Chief and American 
Diplomat. Dr. Craváth had an Arizona tour in 2017 for his latest album: “Songs for Ancient Days.” 
There is no fee for non-members to attend this lecture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arizona played a key role in preparing to send humans to the moon in the late 1960s/early 1970s. The Apollo 
astronauts themselves traveled to the Grand Canyon and volcanic fields around the state to learn geology and 
practice their lunar excursions. Meanwhile, U.S. Geological Survey engineers worked with NASA staff members 
to develop and test instruments while artists joined forces with scientists to create detailed maps of the moon 
that were critical to navigating around lunar surface. 
 
Kevin Schindler is an award-winning educator and writer who has worked for more than 20 years at Lowell 
Observatory in Flagstaff. He was sheriff of the Flagstaff Corral of Westerners for 14 years and a board member 
of the Flagstaff Festival of Science for 16 years. Combining a dual passion for history and science, he has 
presented hundreds of educational programs, authored four books, written more than 400 magazine and 
newspaper articles, and contributes a bi-weekly astronomy column for the Arizona Daily Sun. 
There is no fee for non-members to attend this lecture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Martha Summerhayes was a refined New England woman who entered the Arizona Territory in 1874 as the 
young bride of an Army Lieutenant. Traveling in horrific conditions and dreadful heat, she soon despised the 
wild and untamed land. She gave birth to the first anglo child born at Fort Apache where the native women 
took her under their care. Gradually, Martha’s attitude towards the desert changed and she soon came to love 
the starry nights, the clear air, and the simplicity of its inhabitants. She wrote about her experiences in the 

 

March 21st 

Speaker: Jay Cravath 
Topic: “River of Dreams:  Stories and Music of Arizona’s 
Waterways” 
 

 

April 18th 
Speaker: Kevin Schindler 
Topic: “Arizona Goes to the Moon” 
 

 

May 16th 
Speaker: Wayne Ranney 
Topic: “In the Footsteps of Martha Summerhayes” 
 



classic book, Vanished Arizona, still in print since 1908. Ranney has a personal connection to the Summerhayes 
family, which he shares in the lecture. 
 
Wayne Ranney is a dynamic speaker who engages audiences by including the humanities in the topics of 
landscape development and Arizona history. A resident of Arizona since 1975, Wayne lived at the bottom of 
the Grand Canyon for three years before attaining degrees in geology from Northern Arizona University. He 
has traveled to nearly 90 countries worldwide and has lectured on all seven continents. His programs are 
insightful, participatory, and thought provoking. He has extensive experience in the geological sciences but 
brings the human element into his topics, showing how new ideas are conceived, developed, challenged or 
accepted. He is also an award-winning author of numerous books. 
There is no fee for non-members to attend this lecture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tyrone Power, Andy Devine, Katy Jurado, Steve McQueen and of course, John Wayne. From the earliest days 
of film, Arizona has been a setting and subject for hundreds of films. Some, like Junior Bonner and Red River, 
are considered classics, others, such as Billy Jack and Evolution, surely less so. Some may even be classics in the 
making, from Tombstone to Near Dark. In this entertaining talk, Gregory McNamee, a frequent contributor on 
film to the Encyclopaedia Britannica and former columnist for the Hollywood Reporter, looks at the Grand 
Canyon State on the silver screen. 
 
Gregory McNamee is a writer, editor, photographer, and publisher. He is the author of forty books and of more 
than five thousand articles and other publications. He is a contributing editor to the Encyclopædia Britannica, a 
research fellow at the Southwest Center of the University of Arizona, and a lecturer in the Eller School of 
Management, also at the University of Arizona. 
There is no fee for non-members to attend this lecture. 
 
 

 
 
 
As a Hiking Club leader, Bob Simpson included historical narrative of SaddleBrooke and surrounding areas to 
enrich the hiking experience.  As he delved into the subject, he quickly realized how much local history waited 
to be explored. Eventually he took a break in leading hikes to focus on research. His initial goal of writing a 
manual for use by hiking club members would no longer suffice. The research would become the basis for two 
books which cover 144 square miles. Bob’s research discovered what he describes as “unsuspected new 
topics” such as old stone dams, Moqui Script, Baca Float and bible translators. Bob sought out the current 
generation of some pioneer families who prized the stories, souvenirs and photos of their ancestors. This was 
clearly a rich vein of local history that Bob could tap and share. 
 
There is a $5 fee for non-members to attend this lecture. 
 

 

October 17th 
Speaker: Greg McNamee 
Topic: “Cowpokes, Crooks and Cactus: Arizona in the Movies” 
 
 

 

November 21st 
Speaker: Bob Simpson 
Topic: “History of SaddleBrooke and the Surrounding Area” 
 


