2021 – 2022 Lecture Series
All lectures will be held at 4:00 pm at the DesertView Theater
A $5 fee is charged for non-members to attend some of the lectures.
Thursday, October 14, 2021
Speaker: Samantha Schwann
Topic: A Photographic Project of Endangered Shark Species in the Sea of Cortez
Samantha Schwann is an Oro Valley-based underwater photographer whose work concentrates on
ecologically unique areas of the ocean, specifically those which act as important sanctuaries for
sharks. These incredible locations are typically UNESCO World Heritage Sites, and are migratory routes
for dolphins, Oceanic Manta Rays, turtles, dolphins and whales. Her presentation will contain
photographs, video and behind-the-scenes stories about these incredible locations of marine life and
how to protect our oceans. She aims to replace fear with fascination about the super heroes of the
ocean: SHARKS. She has dived with 21 shark species, all peaceful encounters without a cage. They are
intelligent, shy, curious, and social animals. Shark population decline is at a tipping point, and
Samantha’s hope is to show these incredible animals in a new light.
Samantha’s work and photography exhibits have brought acclaim across the US and internationally, as
well as being featured online by National Geographic. We are very fortunate to experience her
presentation and photography here in SaddleBrooke.
There is no fee for non-members.

Thursday, November 11, 2021
Speaker: Bob Simpson
Topic: SaddleBrooke Area History: From Ranching to Development
SaddleBrooke’s Robert "Bob"; Simpson has written two volumes of local history, From the Cañada del
Oro to the Tortolitas, characterized by the Arizona Daily Star as a "deep dive into the history of
SaddleBrooke area ranches.” When Bob became a guide with the Hiking Club, he was determined to
answer puzzles such as:
Who established Deer Camp?
Who built the masonry dams on the Cañada?
Why the name “Charouleau Gap?”
In 2019, his first book dealt with area history from the 1860s to 1959. In the latter year, Lloyd Golder III
bought the Rail N Ranch and ranching began to give way to development. This story is told in Bob’s
Volume 2, which will be the subject of the November lecture. The history of Golder Dam and Golder
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Lake will be featured.
Bob’s second book will be available for sale (his first volume is sold out but available at SaddleBrooke
libraries).
$5 fee for non-members.

Thursday, January 13, 2022
Speaker: Dr. Bill Doelle
Topic: Respect the Land You Stand Upon: Connecting the Archaeology of Southern Arizona to
the Present
Bill has spent nearly 50 years in Southern Arizona, learning about the deep and dynamic history of this
special place. As an archaeologist, he focuses on the material items and other subtle traces that occur
on and in the land. Over the past five decades, he has come to value more and more the time that he
gets to spend with Tribal citizens. The ancestors of today’s Tribes lived on these lands for millennia, and
the places of interest to archaeologists are of even greater significance to the region’s Tribes. Bill will
share an archaeological overview of the 4,000 years of agricultural history of this region. It’s a starting
point for gaining a respect for the land and its rich human heritage. As southern Arizona newcomers and
residents we are fortunate to have many opportunities to experience places of the past. And we can
make the effort to learn how places of the past are important to the cultural survival of Tribal nations.
Bill received his Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of Arizona in 1980. He is the founder and
current President and CEO of the nonprofit Archaeology Southwest. Archaeology Southwest is based in
Tucson and conducts “Preservation Archaeology” in the American Southwest and Mexican Northwest.
Preservation of archaeological sites and sharing research results with the public are his other
professional priorities. Archaeology Southwest publishes an award-winning magazine, conducts
archaeology café events in Tucson, and has an extensive website (www.archaeologysouthwest.org)
$5 fee for non-members.

Thursday, February 10, 2022
Speaker: Butch Farabee
Topic: History and Overview of the National Park Service Dive Program
Did you know that of 85 million acres included within our national parks, 11 million of those acres are
underwater? There are 80 national park units that include ocean and large lakes and at least 70 of these
areas have some history of diving, including, of all places, Hubbell Trading Post on the Navajo
Reservation. Beginning in at least 1934, parks have used divers to learn about the resources they protect
and, in 2019, the agency had 218 certified divers, making 7100 dives. They perform body recoveries,
biological research and underwater archaeology, including of the USS Arizona Memorial in Hawaii.
Butch Farabee has over six decades of dive experience, 900 dives, and at one time overseeing the
Service’s national dive program. Butch will discuss this largely unknown function of the Park Service.
Butch has written a book on National Park Service Dive Program. And, there will be lots of interesting
photos!
$5 fee for non-members.

12/12/6/2021

Thursday, March 10, 2022
Speaker: Win Holden
Topic: The History of Arizona Highways
The first issue of Arizona Highways magazine was published in April, 1925. Former publisher Win Holden
will share the fascinating story of how a brochure produced by the Arizona Highway Department
evolved into one of the most respected and revered publications in the world. With annual economic
impact of over $65 million, Arizona Highways reaches all 50 states and over 100 countries around the
world. But the journey has been anything but uneventful. With a unique publishing model not
dependent on advertising, the magazine has had to unearth new sources of revenue to sustain its
operations.
As Publisher, Mr. Holden led a diverse group of businesses centered on the world-renowned magazine,
including licensing, book publishing, calendars, e- commerce, new product development, product
marketing and retailing. A Valley resident since 1980, Mr. Holden was recognized by the Arizona Office
of Tourism and the Arizona Lodging and Tourism Association as their 2017 and 2018 Lifetime Award
recipient and received the 2015 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Business Journal. He was the
2007 inductee into the Arizona Tourism Hall of Fame.

Thursday, April 14, 2022
Speaker: Dr. Kim Franklin
Topic: Welcome to the Tucson Bee Collaborative: Investing in our Future — one bee at a time.
With over 700 bee species, the Sonoran Desert Region is predicted to be home to one of the greatest
diversities of bees in the world! We need them, and in many cases, we don't even know their names.
The Tucson Bee Collaborative is a partnership effort to increase awareness of Tucson’s exceptional bee
diversity, and to empower future scientists by engaging them in research activities. Researchers,
students, teachers, artists, photographers, and citizen scientists are working together to understand and
monitor the health of native bees of the Sonoran Desert Region. In this talk Kim will take you on a short
tour of our bee diversity, including one charismatic bee that nests right here in SaddleBrooke, and
explain how the Tucson Bee Collaborative is working to conserve this exceptional diversity by cultivating
awareness, understanding, and appreciation of biodiversity — one bee at a time.
$5 fee for non-members.

Thursday, May 12, 2022
Speaker: Jerry Fruend
Topic: The Gift of Spider Woman: Symbols and Motifs in Navajo Weavings
Jerry Freund, an associate at Medicine Man Gallery on Tanque Verde at East Sunrise Drive, is an
expert on Navajo weavings. The Navajo blanket he is wearing in the accompanying picture was
woven circa 1875.
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Freund will share his knowledge of Navajo weaving—and show us examples of weavings that
come forward in time from the 19th through the 20th centuries. According to Navajo lore,
knowledge of weaving came from the Gods: it is the “Gift of the Holy Ones.” In addition to the
traditional abstract, symbolic designs, the Navajo also make delightful weavings depicting
plants, animals, people, and villages.
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